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AABBUUHHLL  MMIINNIISSTTRRYY  UUPPDDAATTEE  
Serving in the S. Pacific islands of Vanuatu 

  

Dear Partner in Missions,                          November 11, 2021 

 

It’s always good to remember God’s faithfulness and to give Him the glory.  That is what the following story 

from Vanuatu that we want to share with you is all about.  Being missionaries in Vanuatu…for us, Duane and 

Janet Abuhl, means living out the Gospel everyday so that others will come to know Him as their Lord and 

Savior.  It’s truly about making disciples. 
 

 
Pastor Bride preaching (a ni-Vanuatu)     Ps Bride and his wife Netty Marc 

   
 

 
Ps Bride working in the rain    Ps Bride playing the keyboard for worship service 
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A family in need and doing the right thing! 

Pango, Vanuatu 

 Here’s how the story goes… 
Several months ago Duane (who is 7000 miles away in Wheaton, IL) was talking to Pastor Bride (in the 
South Pacific, near the capital city of Port Vila, Vanuatu) on the phone during this Covid challenge.  Come 
to find out, Pastor Bride’s sister-in-law’s entire house had just burned to the ground, leaving an entire 
family of 16 homeless. Duane then asked, “Really? Did the whole thing burn?”… “Yes it burned to the 
ground.”  He tried to imagine 16 family members living under one roof in a small primitive Vanuatu house.  Netty’s (Pastor Bride’s wife) sister, plus her 2 parents, 3 of her grown children, and their 10 
children (her grand children).   Pastor Bride and Netty prayed about the situation and decided that… the 
right thing to do was to take them ALL into their home since they had no place else to go (Pastor Bride 
and Netty have 4 children of their own and live in a 1200 square-foot house).  So Duane asked Pastor 

Bride... “How long will this family be staying with you?”... to which he answered... “Who knows?”  
The reality of the situation is this:  There is absolutely no quietness in their house.  There is only one 
bathroom.  Imagine how they must take turns going in and out, using one shower and one toilet for 22 
people.  How can they make it anywhere on time with so many people?  Someone is always using electricity and water, plus everyone needs to eat.  Phew!  That’s a lot of mouths to feed!  Feeding that 
many requires food prep, a lot of firewood, and a lot of dishes.   Pastor Bride and Netty, it seems, have 

done the right thing by helping a family in need during these challenging COVID-19 weeks and 

months.  Life hasn’t been easy for them and their family.  Nevertheless, they never complain and they haven’t asked us (Training Beyond Borders) for money or any other help.  They are thanking the Lord 

for the opportunity to serve Him.  They have 4 growing children of their own to pay school fees for and 
to keep clothed.  The house has 3 tiny bedrooms so they are no doubt covering the floor space every night 
when they need to sleep. What a huge challenge!  Also, Pastor Bride has been helping his sister-in-law 
clean up the burned down house.  Due to Covid-19, his sister-in-law doesn’t have work.  This situation is 
dire and it is likely to last well into 2022.   
 
This is a true story of what Pastor Bride and Netty Marc are currently facing in a village in the islands of 
Vanuatu.  We are encouraged by their love for the Lord and their willingness to respond well to this 
difficult situation.  For some reason this situation reminds us of Luke 10:29 about the Good Samaritan and the lawyer asked “who is my neighbor?” 
 
A crisis came up and a family was in need so another believing family did the right thing. 

 

That’s what world missions is all about…making disciples who will “love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Lk. 10:27). 

 

Pastor Bride is a true follower of Jesus Christ.  Duane has personally mentored him for the past 8 

years.  Both Bride and Netty love people and they are willing to sacrifice to do the right thing. 

 

Currently, Training Beyond Borders has sent Pastor Bride $500 to help his sister-in-law to buy building 
materials so she can start rebuilding.  Because of faithful churches and individuals like yours who support us, we’ve also sent Pastor Bride an additional $500 to help by food supplies. 
 
We are telling you this story because people really matter … some from every tribe and nation will be in 
Heaven, and we believers are all part of God’s family.  
 
 
 



 Training Beyond Borders – Box 627, Winfield, IL 60190   

--- Pray for Pastor Bride and Netty to be strong in their walk with the Lord. 
 
--- Pray for God’s blessings and provision for Pastor Bride and his family as they share their 

simple home with this needy family. 

 

--- Praise the Lord that Pastor Bride and his family can have evening devotions with this homeless 

family that has moved in.  They are hearing God’s Word daily. 
 

--- Pray for this poor family (the sister-in-law) that those members who don’t know Jesus Christ 
will see God’s love (from believers) and accept Him as their Savior.  They are attending church and 

God is working in their hearts. 

 

--- Pray for daily love, patience and mercy as 22 people try to live and survive this difficult 

challenge. 

 

--- Pray for God to supply food for this precious homeless family. 

 

--- Pray for God to provide work for Netty’s sister so she can feed her family and so she can save up 

some money to rebuild her house. 

 
Needed -  TO BUILD AN EXTRA OUTSIDE BATHROOM - Training Beyond Borders desires to send 
$4000 to Pastor Bride for 25 bags of cement, sand, re-bar, 2 windows, a toilet, plumbing pipe and 
supplies, a door, plus 2x6 rafters and 10 pieces of metal roofing to put a roof over a small bathroom.   
 
 

 

In His Service,  

       

Duane & Janet Abuhl      

DuaneAbuhl@TBBnfp.org 

 

Vanuatu 

Training Beyond Borders 
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