
December 14, 2020 

Merry Christmas Steppin Out Missions Partners, 

     I’m sure many of your cards or letters you receive this time of year will most likely include sentiments of “I’ll be 
so glad when this year is nearly over !”  You may even get repeated messages from friends/family that express 

discouragement or depression. We know of many this past year who have found themselves either in a hospital, an 

ER room, nursing home, or worse yet – a cemetery laying to rest a dear friend or a loved one.  Yes, Christmas 2020 

may find us in very different circumstances than we can remember in our life time, but one message that never 

changes and that no pandemic can ever effect is the message of Noel – Come and see what God has done!  Christ 

came to bring salvation and give us eternal life and no government or pandemic can take that away or effect the 
truth that we are safe in the arms of Christ our Savior! 

     Another truth that we would like to share with you is this; Steppin Out Missions is a ministry that God has 

ordained and called us to, and as long as God continues to affirm and provide for this ministry we will remain 
obedient to that call. We will continue to represent Christ first, then our churches and finally each and every one 
of you who are faithful to stand with us in every project or ministry of service that God leads us to do! This past 
year has definitely brought it’s struggles and roadblocks, but as we watch God at work and allow Him to lead us, we 
march forward. When God began Steppin Out, He also put into place those who He would have partner with us and 
that is YOU !  You are every bit called  as we are. God calls some to GO and some He calls to SEND!  Your 

partnership of giving, praying and going is what God uses to allow Steppin Out to function. God bless you!!! 

     You know, even with the Covid pandemic and all the restrictions we’ve found 
ourselves coping with, Steppin Out has not stopped ministry. We Praise God that He 
has allowed us many opportunities to serve Him. Let me begin with back in February we 

had a team at Camp Burton (Burton, OH) where we installed a new door in the Chapel. 

John also removed an old fuel-oil tank, replacing it with a more efficient propane one, 

which meant the current fuel oil burner would need to be turned into a new gas one. 
We also had a group of teens come and help with some outside work and to take up the old flooring in their gym and 
ready it for the new one. 

     Then in early March we headed to Nashville to assist Cottage Cove (Brent MacDonald) 
with the transition into their new locations. There was major electrical work to do at one 

site and then some updating in the other location of handicap 
bathrooms and a chairlift for those with special needs. In June 

we made a return trip to Nashville where Joel’s boys (Jonathan & 
Micah) also joined the team to help with the final renovations of 
the new Tusculum location.  

 Next, we took teams to Camp Barakel for most of the month of July as we installed all new windows & doors for 
the East side Chapel. You may remember that while we were finishing this project, in the early 
hours a fire broke out and destroyed the maintenance garage. Through 
God’s protection no one was hurt and what was lost was quickly replaced by 

faithful donors/supporters of Camp Barakel. It was 
then in October that SOM put together a team to 

rebuild that much needed maintenance building.   



  Then in mid August (and in-between those trips to Barakel),  that we were notified by Samaritans Purse of the 
great need for took work teams for Tama, IA.  The Disaster of the Derecho 
that swept through that part of the Midwest had devastated parts of Iowa. 
They were in desperate need of heavy equipment to remove downed trees and 

heavy debris and extra chainsaw operators. The guys spent just over 2 weeks in 

Tama and were able to complete over 50 work orders. The greatest blessing 
that came out of Tama, IA was not the clean up. No! It was the lives that God 
changed! It was the harvest of souls that God redeemed and hearts that were 
made tender once again to love of Christ. It was watching God at work in the lives of 
those who needed help and also the lives of those who went to serve! Truly, this was 

one of the greatest missions trips Steppin Out has been a part of.  

     Now, we come to November, and it’s been less than one month since we had 2 teams of 
volunteers depart to Foley, AL.  Once again we partnered with SP for a Disaster Response 
project. We were notified that this area had been hit with 2 major hurricanes causing much 

damage and they needed help. They were shorthanded due to Covid restrictions and also 
because there had been so many storms lately, there just wasn’t enough volunteers. Their 
major need was for heavy equipment, bob cats, mini excavators, etc. all for the project of 
removing partially downed trees that were either hanging across power lines, some downed 

across homes & garages. Not only did they need equipment, but they had no operators to run 
equipment. So in God’s Providence and Provision Steppin Out was able to answer that call. Not 

only did we have what they needed, but God had just provided a man-lift to this ministry. That may not seem like 

such a big deal to you, but when the team arrived and all of the tree removal jobs needed a man-lift to complete, 
You just have to take a step back and say; “Only God”! This piece of equipment was so valuable to this project that 
SP told Joel to find another one and let’s rent it while you guys are here. So, for the 2nd week that’s exactly what 
they did. Both John and Joel were able to lead 2 sets of work teams for 2 separate job sites and thus multiply 
their efforts. How cool is that. Oh, an let me tell you a story (miracle) involving the man-lift. 
One morning the team found themselves needing to help with the church roof. During the 

night the large tarp was blown off and water was setting on the plywood. As the roofers 
came to start their job, one of the men began to slip and slide due to the wet tarp. Next he 

began to slide at a more rapid pace and in a split second, he knew he was in trouble. Well, Do 

you know what was waiting to catch him before he fell some 40 ft below? Yep, than man-lift. 
The basket of that lift was waiting with arms open wide to catch him. What’s your response? 
Yep, “Only God”!   

     Just like the trip to Iowa, the Foley project was every bit as fulfilling as you see clean-ups completed, trees 

safely put down and hauled away, brush piles stacked for removal, roofs tarped and some re-shingled, and a host of 
other jobs, the most rewarding is to hear of the lives that God chose to change. Lives so hardened and indifferent 
to His Spirit that were quickened to revival. Lives that once lived in darkness are now living in the Light through 
the precious Grace and Mercy of a Loving Savior. 

     In other news – Ivory Coast and Jacques have been hit just as hard with the affects 
of Covid as we have. The Bible School was forced to close due to the fact that the 
students were not permitted to travel. They had to remain in their villages until given a 
green light to travel from their government. There were no buses or bush taxis 
available to take anyone anywhere. There was little to no commerce happening around 



Golikro either.  So, in turn Jacques decided to travel to them. He rode his motor bike to some villages, to some he 
walked all in the effort to continue to teach these students. To keep their minds sharp in the Word of God. There 
are several students that have completed their studies and are ready to graduate if and when they will be 
permitted to gather.  

     In my most recent newsletter I told you that the Chief of Jacques Village had died. This will be quite an ordeal 
as they vote on who will take his place. Jacques was to be the next in line for this position, but of course he will 
not. There would be too many limitations and distractions on his ministry and he will not allow himself to be 
sidetracked or deterred from what God has called him to long ago. 

     Let me close with a bit of personal news. We can report to you that we have stayed healthy through all this 

mess. Yes, we are another year older, so we’ve discovered a few more aches/pains, but we wake everyday thanking 

the Lord for another opportunity to Glorify Him in whatever that day holds. Our family is well too. Janet & Andy 
stay busy with work and life in general. They reside in S.C. so if we want a getaway from the cold we can head off 
to their place in Lancaster.  Jason & Lindsay and their little family are full of life and activity. Jason’s oldest 
Jaiden (daughter) will be a senior in high school this next year, so lots of decisions and changes coming for her. 
Joel & Megan and their “tribe” are very well and expanding beyond their (house) borders. With 7 children (4 
girls/3 boys), you can imagine the quest for their own space. I do believe every inch of their home has been 

rearranged and occupied by one of those 7. It is our JOY to watch our grandchildren grow into the person God has 
planned for them. To listen to their stories (usually telling on another sibling), hearing them laugh and giggle, 

watching them write or draw things that are in their minds and hearts, cheering them on at their sporting events, 

or just sitting with them and being quiet. They may not remember these days, but Grandpa and I will keep them in 
storehouses for days when we need a reminder of God’s precious gifts. 

     We pray that this re-cap of the ministry of Steppin Out for 2020 has been an encouragement to you. It sure is 

to us!!  To look back and rehearse the blessings, the opportunities, the places, the people; how can you not be 

encouraged? When everyone around us is saying - stay home, don’t travel, socially distance, be quiet, etc. etc. God 

says – Follow me! Go and make disciples!  Until that trumpet sounds – Let’s be about the Father’s business !! Do not 
let the world squeeze you into its mold, or conform you into its pattern. Heaven Rules! and Christ is King!  

 

Immanuel,  

John & Shirley Corley 

 

 

 

Matt. 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 

means God with us).  


