
Don't say that anymore 

   ---------------------------------------------------- 

When times are tough; difficult, or despairing, sadly, I tend to think the worst.  It is 

easy for me to go with the crowd and start accepting the status quo.  Yet, there is a 

spirit in me that fights back, that doesn’t allow the current reality to undermine God’s 

ultimate plan for me, our world, and eternity. 
 

The Prophet Ezekiel has some hope for us during these seasons of life: Don’t think 

that for a minute that God’s purposes and plans have somehow been derailed.  In fact, 

Ezekiel challenges us to not fall into habits of thoughts which often are evident in our 

words and expressions.  The Israelites didn’t trust God’s best during times of 

struggle.   In fact, they began to question God’s goodness.  God took offense at this; 

here is what he said:   

Ezekiel 12:21-23 
21 Again a message came to me from the LORD: 
22 “Son of man, you’ve heard that proverb they quote in Israel: ‘Time passes, and 

prophecies come to nothing.’ 
23  Tell the people, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will put an end to this 

proverb, and you will soon stop quoting it.’ Now give them this new proverb to 

replace the old one: ‘The time has come for every prophecy to be fulfilled!’ 

  

As an organization, we came together long before Covid hit, and sought the Lord as to 

where he wanted us to focus our faith initiatives for the next few years.  We landed on 

three: Abiding, Igniting, and Multiplying.  So far this summer, even with social 

restrictions, we have seen our Nations Within staff ignite new works by inviting their 

friends to read God’s word.  We also have had interest from ethnic and culturally 

diverse friends interested in joining the Navigators to ignite new movements of the 

gospel.  Our son Andrew even expressed interests in working in one of our cites for 

the rest of his summer. 

  

Pray for us to believe God and ignite new works; when God speaks, He acts.  Would 

you also join us in AIM: Abide, Ignite, and Multiply? 

  

Liz and I sure appreciate you all cheering us on even though we have been somewhat 

held back from seeing you.  

  

Igniting, 

   

John 
 


