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Last weekend and this weekend, thousands of people across Russia have protested the arrest 
of opposition leader Alexei Navalny.  They believe he is exposing corruption, and they suspect 
their government of attempting to kill him by poisoning last August.  Although the news reports 
are dramatic, most Russians are not politically active (at least in my experience).  During the 
past week I asked several women in Russia how they viewed the protests.   
  
“Navalny is being used by the West,” said Olga.  “Putin is a thief, but at least he shares with 
us.”  She fears the secularizing influence of Europe.  According to Anya, exposure to the 
internet is making Russian youth more aggressive, while the older generations watch the (state-
run) TV channels and remain loyal to those in power.  Meanwhile, Tanya told me that young 
teens are being mobilized on social media and used as cannon fodder on the front lines of the 
protests. She described a friend who managed to dissuade her 12-year-old daughter from 
going, although the mother-daughter relationship was badly damaged. 
  
Political instability can seem like the only constant thing in the world today.  However, my 
conversations with the women reminded me that God is still at work in the lives of His 
people.  They are His ambassadors in their communities.   
 

 

  
For example, Irina told me she had just hosted her biweekly club for women in the 
neighborhood.  Over tea, they discuss a book about trusting God in difficult situations.  New 
women continue to join the group.  They are eager for friendship and learning.  However, most 
would not have been open to a church meeting or formal Bible study.  Irina recalled my last visit 
to her family on the outskirts of Pushkin, when her husband was still building their house.  They 
wanted to reach out to their neighbors, I had suggested a book club, and we had prayed for new 
relationships. 
  
Sixty miles south of Moscow, Olga leads an English conversation group on Saturdays in a local 
café.  (As a graduate student, she taught English with me in southern Russia.)  Like Olga, many 
in her current town have moved there to find work. They’ve been uprooted from their home 
regions and families.  They want to make friends, talk more deeply, and practice their 
English.  Most of them are not believers, Olga told me. However, they listen when she connects 
her faith to the topic at hand.  She and I meet regularly online for prayer and Bible discussion, 
and I’ve offered to help her with discussion topics and questions. 
  
Here in West Lafayette, “Z” from Turkmenistan just had her third child, and “G” from Kazakhstan 
is expecting her first.  Neither one has other women from their home countries nearby.  I hope to 
connect them with each other.  Both have tender hearts and long to see their children grow up 
to follow God, as they understand this in their religious traditions.  Both have concerns for the 
future and long for peace.   
  



In Purdue’s International Friendship Program, I have been matched with two new graduate 
students (and one husband) from different regions of Turkey.  And tomorrow I will meet on 
Skype with “S,” who has just moved from Istanbul back to her hometown in Eastern 
Turkey.  She and I usually talk about issues in our daily lives, pray, and read/discuss a Bible 
passage.   
  
Please pray: 

• That Irina’s neighborhood book club would bear eternal fruit in the lives of many 
families. 

• That God would give Olga wisdom and energy (despite thyroid issues) for her English 
conversation group, and receptive hearts among the group members when she talks of 
her faith in Him. 

• That I would be able to connect “Z” and “G” with each other and help them look to Jesus 
the Messiah for life and peace. 

• That as “S” learns about Jesus and His Kingdom, her journey would also have an impact 
on her family, especially now that she is with them in her hometown. 

• For wisdom and discernment as I meet with these women. 
• That I would abide in Christ through continued jaw/teeth/ear/neck pain, and that the 

dental specialist would know what steps to take. 

  
During all the uncertainties of the pandemic and political and social unrest, I pray that you would 
also see where God is at work -- transforming individual lives and, through them, future spiritual 
generations.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support! 
  

In Christ, 

Linda  

 


